Heyn 1

Text: Luke 1:26-38
The Angelic Announcement Demonstrates God’s Grace
I. For an undeserving people

II. In an unexpected way

II. By our King and Savior

Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,

Do you like surprises? Do you like not knowing what your Christmas presents will be until the day of Christmas? Or do you do all you can to be a detective and figure out what they are before the big day arrives. Well, God’s Christmas gift for the world 2000 years ago should not have been a surprise and it was not a secret. Today, in our text, we hear as God reveals it by an angel’s announcement. And what we see this morning is that the angelic announcement demonstrates God’s grace. 
I. It has been half a year since the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and told him to expect the birth of a son, despite his wife’s old age. So this angel Gabriel is the same angel that foretold John the Baptist’s birth. He’s also the same angel who helped Daniel the prophet interpret visions in the Old Testament.
 His name means “Mighty One of God,” but we’re never told that he’s an archangel…. Just an angel who is blessed with the privilege of delivering really good news. And it’s certainly good news that he has here today for the Virgin Mary. The Savior of the world will be born! But it is to an undeserving people.
The King of Kings! Savior of the world! We would expect Gabriel bring the joyous news of this royal birth to a palace, or castle, or at least someplace in the capital city of Jerusalem. But where does Luke take us? To Nazareth in the region of Galilee in northern Israel. Nazareth, though it’s an 80,000 person city today, was a small village of only about 170 people at the time of these events. Remember what Nathanael said? “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”
 And the people of Galilee were generally considered pretty backwards folk… not very educated… what some people might today call “hicks.”

Big cities make proposals and offers to the Olympic Committee so they can host the Olympics. Is that what Nazareth did to host the announcement? No. They did nothing. But by God’s grace, He chose lowly Nazareth as the village in which this announcement was made.
And to whom does Gabriel come with this announcement? A queen, or at least a princess? No, a young virgin by the name of Mary, probably in her early teens at the oldest. And although she is a descendant of the great King David, Mary’s family was apparently quite poor. You would expect someone else, right? I mean, how is this King and Savior going to be known if nobody even knows His mother (or stepfather Joseph for that matter). This isn’t the 21st century where a good you-tube video can make anyone famous. You generally have to be born in a royal way to a high-class family if you want people to know you. And yet, by God’s grace, this is how He chooses to enter the world. 
Gabriel tells Mary that she is “highly favored!” but doesn’t mean, “You who dispense grace.” It really literally means, “You to whom the Lord has been and continues to be gracious.” You to whom God has show favor. She has faith, yes. But faith is a gift from God, right? And other than that, there is nothing special about her. She’s a sinner, just like you and me, and she needs a Savior just as much as you and me and she shows that when she calls Him her Savior later on in her song of thanks and praise. There’s nothing special about her except that God chose her, again, by His grace, to be the Mother of God. 
Who was Mary? What was Nazareth? We would not expect the King of Kings and Lord of Lords to come to such undeserving people with such poor reputations. And yet, who are we, that Jesus came for us? Maybe some of us have good reputations with people of the world, but who cares? With God, we all have horrible reputations. We’ve all broken all of His commandments in countless ways. Fortunately for us, today’s account isn’t about a Savior who was born to people who deserved Him… it’s about the tender mercy of God showing love for dying sinners like Mary, like Joseph, like you, and like me. As Paul writes, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

II. [In an unexpected way] Not only do we see God’s grace in how this announcement comes to and for an unexpected people, but we see His grace in the unexpected way in which things will unfold. And so we ask, with the Virgin Mary, “How will this be?” She doesn’t ask in doubt. She is simply very curious as to how she will bear the Son of God since, as believing child of God, she is still a virgin. Gabriel replies, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”
The prophecy is about to come true and, by God’s grace, Mary is the recipient! 700 years earlier, Isaiah the prophet had written, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
 A child born from a virgin? That’s a pretty big miracle! I don’t remember what age I learned about the birds and bees… but I know that from a very young age, we all know that babies are not born from virgins. Scientifically, biologically speaking, it breaks all laws, and it just does not happen. 

Surely this was an act of God! But not just a dazzling, special-effects miracle, it was a miracle of love. One we cannot even begin to fathom. The author C.S. Lewis put it this way: “The Eternal Being, who knows everything and who created the whole universe, became not only a man, but before that a baby, and before that a fetus inside a woman’s body. If you want to get the hang of it, think of how you’d like to become a slug or crab.” What an incredible miracle of love!
III. [By our King and Savior] That to undeserving people, in an unexpected way, comes the King of Kings and Savior of the world. In fact, the name Jesus means, “The Lord saves,” because that’s just what Christ has done for us. He has saved us. Through faith in this Child’s flawless life, and completely innocent death, God sees us in a different light… not as the sinners we’ve been, not with the bad reputations we’ve earned for ourselves… but with the good reputation of Christ, and as God’s children. So that you can now know that when God see you, through faith in His Son, you are highly favored! Because He sees the perfect life of His Son. 
But her child, our Savior, is not just our Savior, He’s also our King. He would win our hearts when He gave that innocent life on the cross and defeated all of our worst enemies: sin, death, and the devil. And after conquering our enemies, God would give Him all things in heaven and on earth. He’s with us every day, strengthening us and comforting us with His Word. And we know that one day He’ll return in bodily form and take us home to the mansions of heaven which He has won for us. 
What joy this must have been to Mary! How many of you are familiar with The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe? In Narnia, it’s always winter but never Christmas, remember that? Never Christmas until the prophecies of old are fulfilled. Until two Sons of Adam and two Daughters of Eve sit on the thrones at the Castle of Cair Paravel. When Narnia found out that there were two sons of Adam and two daughters of Eve in Narnia, the creatures all got so excited – the prophecies were about to be fulfilled! Aslan was returning! The power of the White Witch was coming to an end. That was the joy that surely must have come to Mary on this day as she is told that, by God’s grace, she is the chosen one to be the Mother of God as He comes to earth and is born as a man. 

It surely would have been difficult for Mary to believe that she, a virgin, was becoming pregnant by the power of God. But how does she respond? “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.” With humility she believes the word of the Lord that this miracle will take place, and she places herself in His service. May we, too, receive God’s Christmas gift in humble faith. He comes to us in the simple words of Scripture. He gives Himself to us in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. May we, by the faith He has worked in us through baptism, also believe His Word and place ourselves in His service. For the prophecies have been fulfilled and our Savior has come!
Conclusion: As we prepare for Christmas may we too humbly recognize God’s grace - in choosing Mary to be the mother of God and in choosing us to be his children. May we, in faith, marvel at His faithfulness in keeping His promises, and in causing both Mary and us to believe the what to the world seems impossible, but what we know is true, that this Child is our King and Savior. Amen. 
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